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High Jump seeks to bring equity to education for Chicago middle school 
students who have exhibited ambition and potential and who are of limited 
economic means. 

We provide a positive and resource-rich environment where students receive academic 
enrichment, social-emotional skills training and high school counseling with the goals of 
sending our participants to superior college preparatory schools, ensuring their success 
while they are there, and enhancing their ability to gain admission to highly regarded 
four-year colleges and universities.

59 W. North Blvd.
Chicago, IL 60610
312-582-7700
www.highjumpchicago.org
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OUR STUDENTS

OUR ALUMNI

The average family income of High Jump students is 
nearly $33,000 for a family of four with approximately

half living below 200% of the federal poverty level

95% of High Jump students are enrolled in
Chicago Public Schools

Our students represent 48 zip codes across Chicago
including the South Chicago, Rogers Park, Brighton Park, 

Austin and Albany Park neighborhoods

Since High Jump’s founding, 79% of alumni
have graduated from 4-year colleges and universities 
compared to the national average of 46% students
who enroll in college and complete within 6 years

62% of High Jump’s class of 2018 are the first
in their families to go to college

In organizational history, High Jump alumni have 
attended over 185 college-prep 

high schools including boarding, parochial,
independent and CPS selective enrollment schools

For more details about the High Jump program and its 
impact, please contact Tammi Longsjo at 312-582-7713 or 

tlongsjo@highjumpchicago.org.
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
NATE PIETRINI, Ed.D.

Nate Pietrini is an educator, leader, former Chicago Public 
Schools principal and thought-provoking public speaker 
dedicated to closing the achievement gap and changing 
education through action. Nate completed a Doctorate of Education 
in Urban Education Leadership at the University of Illinois at Chicago 
and he is a published writer and popular education podcaster.

SPEAKING TOPICS
• Education policies and practices
• Equity for children of color and children

from families of limited economic means
• Special education
• Education funding reform
• Principal leadership, preparation and training
• College access and persistence
• The role of non-profits in improving education

PUBLICATIONS, MEMBERSHIPS AND DISTINCTIONS
• Published articles in notable news outlets such as the Chicago Sun-Times and the Chicago Tribune
• Contributor to education news publications such as WBEZ, Chalkbeat, The Ed Post and WTTW
• Co-creator and co-host of "The Ed Couple" podcast
• Featured in STARZ documentary series "America To Me" directed by Academy Award nominee Steve James
• Doctoral Capstone Thesis, May 2017: Leveraging Distributive Leadership Using Cycles of Inquiry for Improving

Organizational Capacity.
• Past member of the Chicago Public Schools Independent Schools Program, UIC Center for Urban Education Leadership

and the Chicago Public Education Fund

HIGH JUMP STUDENTS & ALUMNI

If you are interested in connecting with Nate Pietrini and/or High Jump students and alumni for 
panel participation, speaking engagements and interviews, please contact Tammi Longsjo at 

312-582-7713 or tlongsjo@highjumpchicago.org for more information.

High Jump students and alumni are eloquent and 
inspiring speakers and are open to sharing their thoughts 
and experiences. As minority students from families 
of limited financial means from all over Chicago, 
they have unique perspectives about education 
and equity.

They have been featured in several publications including:
• Chicago Tribune
• ABC7 Chicago
• WGN-TV
• CNBC
• The Chicago Defender
• Education Post
• DNAInfo Chicago
• Medium
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